
Dear friends! We would like to invite You to start your 

Sphagnum Symposium tour 

from Staint-Petersburg − one of the most beautiful cities in the 

world! 

 

 

Timeline: 

28.07.2016 – Arrival to Saint-Petersburg 

29.07.2016 – Excursions 

30.07.2016 – Excursions 

31.07.2016 – Leave for Khanty-Mansiysk 

 

Registration fee: 

(includes accommodation, field trips, meals) 

– 250 euro 

– 150 euro for students and PhD students 

 



 

You can buy a direct flight from Saint-Petersburg to Khanty-Mansiysk 

https://ticket.utair.ru/?skyscanner_redirectid=eE_3ht_UEeWpMMkkF_Vi2A&sid=Skyscanner_

UT#split_fares__145685405861382093 

 

 

https://ticket.utair.ru/?skyscanner_redirectid=eE_3ht_UEeWpMMkkF_Vi2A&sid=Skyscanner_UT#split_fares__145685405861382093
https://ticket.utair.ru/?skyscanner_redirectid=eE_3ht_UEeWpMMkkF_Vi2A&sid=Skyscanner_UT#split_fares__145685405861382093


Field excursions nearby Saint-Petersburg 

 

 

 

29.07.2016  

Site 1. Regional hydrological nature reserve “Ozernoye Bog‖  

60°20'21"С 29°34'19"В 

The nature reserve  was established to protect the raised bog that is typical of the North-West of 

Russia and the pine forests on kame sandy hills around it also. 

The name ―Ozernoye bog‖ means ―The bog of lakes‖. The bog occupies a former lake kettle 

hole; there are still three big primary lakes and a number of smaller ones. The peat layer is 3.5-

6.5 m thick. The ridge-hollow and ridge-pool sites prevail on the bog. Rannoch-rush-sphagnum 

or beak-sedge-sphagnum communities are developed in the hollows (Scheuchzeria palustris, 

Rhynchospora alba, Sphagnum cuspidatum, S. balticum, S. rubellum, S. tenellum). Sparse 

pinetrees, 2-3 m high, the leather, dwarf birch, dwarf shrubs and mosses (Sphagnum fuscum, S. 

magellanicum) grow on the ridges. Dwarf shrubs that are typical for western and eastern 

European mires – Calluna vulgaris and Chamaedaphne calliculata grow there together. In some 

places there are  small black hollows with a liverwort crust. Near the smaller lakes there are 

cotton grass-sphagnum (Eriphorum vaginatum, Sphagnum angustifolium) lawns. Dwarf-shrub—

sphagnum pine communities are quite common. The bog is surrounded by cowberry, bilberry 

and sphagnum pine forest with Sphagnum capillifolium, S. russowii, S. girgensohnii. The flora of 



the sanctuary includes 248 vascular plant species, the rare mire species in region is the deer grass 

(Trichophorum cespitosum). 

  

 

Site 2. Tarkhovka 

60°04'08"С 29°57'25"В 

Tarkhovka area is a forested park near the Gulf of Finland, the Baltic Sea, north of Saint-

Petersburg. The paludified  alder, birch and spruce forests and small mires prevail there. Due to 

closeness of the site to the Gulf of Finland two peatmoss species, one with oceanic (Sphagnum 

palustre) and another one with continental tendency of distribution (S. centrale), grow together 

in the forest there. Sphagnum inundatum, S. subsecundum, S. obtusum could be found as well on 

the mires with dominance  of bog-myrtle (Myrica gale)  that has  an eastern limit of its 

distribution here. 

30.07.2016 

Site 3. Gontovoye Mire 

60°10'5"С 30°57'40"В 

The mire belongs to a ridge-hollow aapa type situated on the southern limit of its distribution. 

The mire is almost treeless. The peat layer is 1-2 m deep: the peat deposits are of the sedge low-

moor type. The ridges are covered with sedges, the dwarf birch (Betula nana), common reed 

(Phragmites australis), bog bean (Menyanthes trifoliata), water horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile). 

Peat moss Sphagnum papillosum dominating on the ridges and red-listed S. subnitens can be 

met. In the hollows there are sparse reeds, the bog bean, water horsetail and a lot of floating 

intermediate bladderwort. A rare species, the livid sedge (Carex livida), has been found in some 

hollows: the Gontovoye Mire is the only habitat in the region for it. There are some other rare 

species: the deer grass (Trichophorum cespitosum), moor rush (Juncus stygius), spatulate leaved 

sundew (Drosera intermedia), brown beak-sedge (Rhynchospora fusca) and narrow-leaved 

marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza traunsteineri). The redlisted peatmosses occuring on the mire are 

Sphagnum auriculatum, S. subnitens, S. pulchrum. The swampy forests bordering the mire are 

https://www.google.ru/search?q=Trichophorum+caespitosum&newwindow=1&client=opera&hs=QNq&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjlj8uxgqDLAhVlG5oKHciKDikQsAQIHg


sphagnum pine or sphagnum birch stands, and, occasionally, bilberry spruce forests. In the forest 

S. wulfianum and S. quinquefarium could be found. 

 

 

Site 4. Kokkorevo Mire 

60°1'36"С 31°06'35"В 

The last stop as it is planned will be on the mire by the shore of the biggest lake in Europe - the 

Ladoga Lake. Fens are rich in sphagnum species of Subsecunda section here. 

 
Best regards, 

Maria Noskova & Olga Galanina 


